
January 5, 2023
A Note to Parents

Dear Parents,
I hope all of you enjoyed a relaxing Christmas break

with your children. Despite the cold weather, we were happy
to see all of the students back in our classrooms!  It’s hard to
believe we have wrapped up the second quarter of the school
year and are entering the third quarter!

Tomorrow morning we will celebrate together at an
all-school Mass at 8:20 a.m.  Tomorrow we will be celebrating
the Feast of the Epiphany.  As always, you are welcome to join
us at our school Masses!

Tomorrow, Friday, January 6, is also a regular
Spirit Day, included in the pre-paid Spirit Days from the
beginning of the school year. Otherwise, for a $1 donation,
students may wear any B.S.S./Spirit Day t-shirts or
sweatshirts, with jeans.

On behalf of the entire faculty and staff, again, I
thank you for your generosity to all of us at Christmas.  We
truly appreciated your cards and gifts, and we extend our
special thanks for the monetary gift from PSA, parents, and
families in support of the Teacher Support Fund.  Once again,
the teachers and staff were overwhelmed by your generosity.
We feel very blessed to be partners with you in the Catholic
education of your children, and we wish all of you many
blessings in 2023.  Happy New Year!!

Sincerely,
Mr�. Nicol� Kuhlma�

Digital Safety Parent Presentation
Parents are highly encouraged to join us at 6:00 pm

on Monday, January 9, for a presentation on digital safety.
Alyssa Castleman, from the Office of the Illinois Attorney
General’s Office Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force,
will present information and education for parents on this
highly important topic. This is a follow-up to her presentations
to our fifth through eighth graders in December. Please plan to
attend!

Please Use Caution During Morning Drop-Off
We ask that parents are very cautious when entering

and exiting the parking lot for morning drop-off. Mornings are
busy and often rushed, trying to get everyone to school and
work on time. We make every effort to keep the lines moving
smoothly but ask for your patience and cooperation. Please be

aware of the student patrols that are posted at all of the
entrances as well as students that are walking and crossing
those entrances. The patrols have bright vests on and will hold
up their hands and/or a stop sign as they move into the
entrances to cross students. Please proceed slowly and be
mindful of the speed of vehicles. Also, please follow the
Illinois law that no one should be on a cell phone, even a
hands-free device, in a school zone, including drop off and
pick up time frames.Thank you for your cooperation to keep
all of our students safe!

Winter is Here - Outdoor Recess
Now that we are in the winter months, please keep in

mind that students go outdoors for lunch recess unless the
temperature or windchill is 20F or lower. It gets quite cold on
the playground for 20 minutes and is often very windy. Please
be sure to send appropriate coats, gloves, hats, scarves, etc. for
children to wear outdoors. A sweatshirt might be fine to go
from the car to the building but it is not enough for recess.
Students without weather-appropriate attire may not be able to
go outdoors. Thank you for your cooperation.

Speaking of Winter, Snow Days Are Still a Possibility
Should the school need to close due to weather

conditions, we may not be able to utilize remote attendance
and learning in place of taking a “snow day” on short notice.
Thus, it may be an official “snow day.” The decision will be
made in conjunction with many of the Springfield Catholic
schools and will be a consistent decision for all grade levels in
attendance at BSS. As always, parents will be notified through
our Rediker text messaging and email system of any school
cancellations. You may also tune in to WICS Channel 20 and
1240 AM WTAX radio station to learn of any weather-related
school closings.

PSA Update
Although every school parent is automatically a part

of the PSA, the PSA is always seeking more folks to become
actively involved, share ideas, and volunteer for various
activities. Please contact chairperson Abbey Steele at
psa@bssbruins.org for more information or to get involved!

Invest in Kids Scholarships
The Invest in Kids program provides scholarships to

private schools for families with financial need. Blessed
Sacrament School has received over $100,000 in donations
this school year, providing 34 scholarships to Blessed
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Sacrament School students. Registration for next year begins
on January 18 at 6:30.   You are strongly encouraged to apply
on January 18 beginning at 6:30 to secure your spot on the list:
scholarships are allocated beginning with the top of the list.
Empower Illinois is the organization that administers
donations and scholarships for B.S.S.  Please visit their
website at empowerillinois.org to find out more information,
including step-by-step instructions.   Contact Janet Vespa or
Kim Hoffmann about the program.  Keep in mind that donors
receive a 75% tax credit on their Illinois income tax for
donations made through Empower Illinois to fund scholarships
for B.S.S. students so the website also provides information
about becoming a donor for Invest in Kids.

The Spring Musical is Annie Jr!
Annie Jr. is a lively production that focuses on

the journey of little orphan Annie as she searches for
her parents. Our junior high students will take the stage
on Friday March 30th, Saturday April 1st, and Sunday
April 2nd.  Adult volunteers will be needed. If you're
interested please contact Mrs. Triphahn
triphahn@bssbruins.org

Looking Ahead
Friday, Jan. 6 -

PSA Spirit Day (included in prepaid days)
Report card day! (Report cards will be emailed)
8:20 am - All- school Mass

Monday, Jan. 9 -
8:15 am - Leadership assembly (wear t-shirts)
MAP testing begins for grades 2-8
6:00 p.m. - Digital Safety Presentation from the
Illinois Attorney General’s Office for parents in the
cafeteria

Wednesday, Jan. 11 -
11:30 am - dismissal for faculty inservice; NO BASE
is available

Monday, Jan. 16 -
No School!

Friday, Jan. 20 -
MAP testing ends

Saturday, Jan. 21 -
SHG Placement Test

Monday, Jan. 23
8:15 - Leadership assembly (wear t-shirts)

Thursday, Jan. 26 -
6th grade School Choice event at St. Aloysius School

Monday, Jan 30 - Friday, Feb. 3 -
Catholic Schools Week! More details to follow

Wednesday, Feb. 1 -
Mid-quarter reports

Friday, Feb. 3 -
11:30 am dismissal - NO BASE available
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